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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


TTor  the  years  1943  and  1944 


Council  Offices, 
HORSFORTH. 

November , 1945 


To  the-  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  cf  Hcrsforth 

Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  place  before  you  my  Report  on  the  health 
of  this  district  for  the  years  1943  and  1944. 

It  was  hoped  that  by  the  time  this  Report  would  normally 
have  been  compiled,  matters  would  have  returned  to  a state  more 
approaching  the  normal,  but  it  is  regretted  that  our  work  has  been 
interrupted  and  retarded  by  numerous  wartime  duties  and  restrictions 
on  peacetime  services,  so  that  there  has  been  an  unavoidable  delay 
in  the  final  presentation  of  the  Report. 

National  security  again  places  restrictions  on  the 
publication  of  population  figures  and  reference  to  developments  which 
may  have  taken  place  during  the  war.  Such  references  are,  therefore, 
omitted  from  this  Report. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  is  maintained  at  s good 
standard  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  major 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  but  attention  is  drawn  to  comments  in 
the  section  on  infectious  disease.  . 

The  demand  for  the  utilisation  of  all  available  manpower 
continues  to  keep  unemployment  at  a very  low  level,  and  the  increased 
spending  power  of  the  people  has  tended  to  raise  the  general  standard 
of  living. 

STATISTICS 

; : • • . . ' • . • i ' * > , » 

Area  of  district  in  acres  2,706 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  estimated  end  of  1943  4,266 


' ' ; ..... 

1944  4,266 

Rateable  value  - 1943 

£78,824 

1944 

£79,473 

Product  of  Id  rate  - 1943 

£312 

1944 

£315 
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Live  Births 

1943 

1944 

Legitimate 

M 

95 

M 

102 

I 

F 

,81 

176 

F 

78 

180 

; : 

Illegitimate 

M 

6 

M 

7 

• | 

F 

5 

11 

F 

8 

15 

Total  Live  Births 

187 

195 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

14.1 

# 

14.7 

;Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16.5 

17.6 

Still  Births 

^ w J 1 » , r 

i;  Legitimate  1 

M 

2 

M 

1 

I 

F 

1 

3 

F 

1 

2 

j 

1*  Illegitimate 

M 

1 

M 

— 

j j 

F 

- 

1 

F 

— 

i 

Total  Still  Births 

4 

» 

2 

1st ill  Births  per  1,000  total 

j 

j 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

20.9 

10.1 

Deaths 

\ 

i i 

M 

90 

M 

67 

: 

...F 

89 

179 

F 

85 

152 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

13.5 

11.4 

ijRate  for  England  and  Wales 

12.1 

11.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

— 

i 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

l 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

- 

- 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

s 

i 

* ’ 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

5.07 

1 Total 

1 

'Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live 

and  Still  Births) 

s 

— 

■ 

5.07 

; Death  rate  of  infants  under 

one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000 

live  births 

32.08 

15.4 

Legitimate  infants  per 

1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

34.1 

11 .1 

Illegitimate  infants  per 



i 

1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

- 

66 . 6 

■ 

1 

jRate  for  England  and  Wales 

All  infants  per  1,000  live 

i 

births 

49.0 

46.0 

| Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)^ 

36 

26 

| " " Measles  (?T  ff  ) 

- 

j 

- 

" " Whooping  Cough 

i 

(all  ages) 

— 

; 

" " Diarrhoea  (under 

i 2 vears  of  age ) 

- 

2 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or 

excessive  mortality  during 

the  years 

which  requires  special  comment. 
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liENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES, . FQR_THE  ,.hE&A 

< 

1 . Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

< — — — 

(Part-time)  S .G. Bedford , M.B.,  Ch-U. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

(.hole -time)  L.Grimshaw,  Cert .R. San, I.  F.S-.  I'.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  & Cleans! v. g Superintendent. 
(Retired  on  29th  July, 1943). 

E.M.Birtwisle , II. R. San. I.,  M.8.I.A* 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  23th  July, 1943. 
Sanitary  Inspector  & Cleansing  Superintendent 

from  29th  July, 1943. 

J. Flitton,  Clerical  Assistant,  serving  with 
H.M.For  ties. 

E. Morgan  (Miss),  Clerical  Assistant. 

K. H. Smith  (Miss),  Junior  Clerical  Assistant  serving 
with  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

L.  Smith  (Miss).,  Junior  Clerical  Assistant. 

2 . Laboratory  facilities 

t 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens 
is  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  in  their  laboratory; 
these  arrangements  continue  to  be  very  helpful  to  your  officers. 

3 . Ambulance  facilities 

Most  of  the  cases  requiring  moving  by  ambulance  are  dealt 
vvith  by  the  "lest  Riding  County  Council  Civil  Defence  vehicles,  who 
provide  transport  for  all  types  of  cases  including  street  accident 
and  maternity  cases. 

4 . Nursing  in  the  home 

The  Horsforth  Nursing  Association  employs  two  nurses  for  the 
District  and  they  render  valuable  help.  The  demands  upon  the  nurses 
have  increased  very  considerably  during  these  two  years. 


5 .  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 


These  are  provided  for  Horsforth  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  who  administer  the  Tuberculosis , Maternity  and  Child  ’Welfare 
and  School  Medical  Services. 


During  1943  the  increased  incidence  of  scabies  made  it 
difficult  to  continue  treating  such  cases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  towards  the  end  of  1943  arrangements  were  completed  for  all  cases 
occuring  in  the  Horsforth  Urban  District  to  be  treated  at  the 
Cleansing  Station  operated  by  the  Ilkley  Urban  District  Council.  The 
arrangements  proved  satisfactory  during  1944  except  for  difficulties 
of.  transport . 


6.  Hospitals 


General  cases  are  for  the  most  part  treated  in  the  Leeds 
voluntary  hospitals.  Facilities  are  also  available  at  the  Otley 
County  Hospital  administered  by  the  ’West  Riding  County  Council  and  the 
ambupt  of  work  undertaken  by  this  hospital  is  gradually  increasing. 


A*. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  Isolation  Hospital 
accommodation  are  treated  at  the  Wharfedale  Union  Joint  Hospital 
Board’s  Isolation  Hospital  at  Menston. 


(F.T.O.) 


4. 


V 


sanitary  circumstances  of  tee  area 

Water 

The  supply  of  water  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks  maintained 
its  high  bacteriological  standard.  Constructional  interference  with 
the  Gathering  Grounds  caused  some  depletion  in  the  supply  but  owing 
to  the  foresight  of  the  Council,  arrangements  had  been  made  and  were 
put  into  operation  when  required  to  draw  from  the  Leeds  Corporation 
main. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  serious  plumbo-solvent  action. 

One  private  supply  works  which  was  not  satisfactory  has  been 
discontinued  and  the  Council’s  water  laid  on  to  the  area.  In  all 
cases  where  the  Council's  main  supply  is  used,  the  service  is  laid 
directly  into  the  house. 

Information  regarding  Housing,  Food  Inspection  and  Fublic 
Cleansing  is  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

No  additions  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  list  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases.  Notifications  received  are  summarised 
as  follows 


i 

Notif i 

Trea 

ted 

Disease 

cations 

Dea 

ths 

; 1943  . 

1944 

! 1943  j 

1944 

| 1943 

1944 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 81 

54 

62 

50 

Diphtheria 

6 

- 

6 

- 

2 

- 

Pneumonia 

j 16 

18 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal 

: ? 

j 

Fever 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

2 

8 

- 

1 - - 

- 

Erysipelas 

4 

5 

- 

2 

- 

Measles 

! 22 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

| 57 

100 

3 

- 

j 

i 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

- 

*• 

— 

Attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  increased  incidence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  over  the  years  1939,  1940  and  1941.  In  1943  there  were  two 
outbreaks  affecting  two  oi  the  schools,  but  fortunately  in  each  case 
a potential  carrier  was  found  and  following  this  the  outbreak  subsided. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  absence  of  any  notification  of 
Diphtheria  in  1944, 


DIPHTHERIA  EvMJNISATION 

The  arrangements  whereby  any  child  can  be  immunised  free  of 
charge  at  the  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Clinic,  at  sa-hool  or  by 
private  doctor,  continue  to  work  well,  but  it  will  be  appreciated  that 
immunisation  has  been  carried  out  on  practically  all  the  children 
whose  parents  are  willing  to  have  this  done  and  that  new  immunisations 
are  largely  confined  to  the  age  group  of  children  up  to  five  years  of 
age . 


A table  is  appended  showing  the  figures  of  child  population 
find  the  percentage  immunised,  The  position  would  appear  to  be 
satisfactory  and  efforts  are  now  directed  to  the  maintenance  of  this 


v 
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position  by  ensuring  that  all  children  are  immunised  at  one  year  of 
age . 


I Return  for  .period  ended 

(30/6/43  4 31/12/43  ( 30/6/44  / 31/12/44 

I 1. Number  of  children  who  f I } 

completed  a full  course  of  j I 1 

immunisation  during  the  period  I j \ j 


(a)  aged  under  5 years 

117 

28 

74 

119 

(b)  aged  5 years  and  over,  but 

under  15  years 

134 

45 

22 

13 

| (c)  Total 

$ 

: 

251 

73 

96 

132 

i 

1 2. (a)  Children  under  5 years. 

j 

(i)  estimated  number  in 

the  area  at  the  end 

i 

j of  period 

830 

810 

840 

873 

(ii)  estimated  percentage 

5 

? 

i . immunised 

65.9 

62.6 

in 

. 

cO 

cO 

1 

68.5 

j . (b)  Children  over  5 years,  but 

■ 

under  15  years1 

' 

(i)  estimated  number  in 

the  area  at  the  end 

of  period 

;1, 592 

1,588 

1,605 

1,622 

, (ii)  estimated  percentage 

i 

immunised 

82.7 

85.3 

86.4 

77.8 

• 3, (a)  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in 

f 

1 

children  under  15  years 

| - . 

of  age  during  period 

3 



1 

- 

(b)  Cases  included  in  (a)  in 

: 

r i 

1 which  child  completed.. 

| 

i 

* 

t 

i course  of  immunisation 

I 

1 less  than  12  weeks 

| 

before  onset  of  disease 

% 

3 

(c)  Deaths  from  Diphtheria 

| 

\ 

during  period,  of 

J 1 

- 

— i 

I children  under  15  years 

j 

: 

of  age 

(d)  Deaths  included  in  (c) 

1 

S' 

| 

in  which  child  completed 

course  of  immunisation 

- 

- 

- 

not  less  than  12  weeks 
before  onset  of  disease 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Particulars  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  the  years  are  summarised  as  follows:- 


rrrw:  c i;si js " 


Age 

periods 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  upwds. 

RESPIRATORY  . 

i 

OTHER 

FORMS 

MALES 

FEMALES 1 MALES 

| FEMALES  § 

1943  [1944 

1943 

1944  | 1943 

1944 

[ 1943  j 1944 

1 I 

- 1 1 

2 j 3 

4 ! 3 

4 j 

1 1 1 

= 

- \ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 1 

2 

2 j 

: 

• — 5 — 

i ! 

3 | 

1 

* l 

_ 

— 

- • ' 1 

- f 1 

3 ! - 1 

l 1 « j 

i | 

; 5 * 

• •;  : 

j 

J 

1 Total  new 

i; 

\ 1 

cases 

CO 

1 — 1 
rH 

4 

7 j 1 

. 1 

1 

4 j 2 

\ i 

DEATHS 

i 

i 

i 

1943  | 1944 

1943 1 

" 1944  I 1943 

j- 

1944 

1943  j 1944  ' j 

;i 

0 

j 

j 

_ | 

. r mm  \ 

mm  5 

1 

- 

- | 

- | 1 

- 

- j 

O 

1 15 

— — 

n 

1 I - j 

— — 

:!  25 

- — 

2 i 

1 1 > 

- 

- 1 - 

f 35 

— — 

_ i 

— | — 

— i 

— — 

! 45 

1 l - 

i 

- i 

- 

— «- 

1 55 

2 

— | - 

- 

— [ — 

i -65  upwds. 

4 

- — 

- ! 

1 I 

| Total 

I deaths. 

2 2 

j 

2 | 

i 

2 ||  1 

I 

| 

i n 

1 | 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was 


1943  -1:2 

1944  -1:4 


CONCLUSION 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  help  and  consideration  I have  at  all  times  received  from  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  and  from  my  colleagues. 


Yours  faithfully, 

S .G, BEDFORD 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


SAN 


of  the 

INSPECTOR  .AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


t o r the  years  1943  and  1944 . 


Council  Off ioes , 
Horsf orth . 

March,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Horsf orth~urbah  Distri'oT~"Council. 

Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  my  first  Annual  Report 
being  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  my  Department  during  the  years  1943 
and  1944.  The  report  covers  a period  before  the  retirement  of  my 
predecessor,  Mr.  L.  Grimshaw , on  the  28th  July,  1943,  and  I should  like 
first  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Grimshaw  who  occupied  this 
position  for  thirty-seven  years.  The  outstanding  way  in  which  he 
carried  out  his  duties  and  the  respect  which  he  received  from  those 
with  whom  he  came  into  contact  has  been  a considerable  help  in 
following  him  in  offioe. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  presentation  of  the  report  has  been 
so  long  delayed,  but  Members  will  appreciate  the  various  difficulties 
in  presenting  Annual  Reports  in  wartime. 

HOUSING. 

The  wartime  restrictions  on  building  operations  continue  to 
make  it  necessary  for  houses  which  are  unfit  for  1 abitation  to  be 
retained  as  living  accommodation  and  in  some  instances  conditions  are 
most  unsatisfactory.  Owners  are  naturally  reticent  about  carrying 
out  maintenance  work  on  property  which  they  realise  will  be  scheduled 
for  drastio  action  as  soon  as  a re-housing  programme  can  be  put  into 
operation.  T..e  general  soheme  for  the  repair  of  houses  introduced 
by  the  Minister  of  Hvctlth  in -October,  1943,  held  out  hopes  of 
improvement  in  the  rate  and  extent  of  housing  repairs  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  owing  to  high  building  costs  full  advantage  is  not 
being  taken  of  this  soheme.  No  applicationsfor  certificates  of 
essentiality  were  received  during  1943  and  in  1944  only  four 
applications  were  received.  Certificates  were  granted  in  each  case 
the  estimated  total  oost  of  the  works  involved  being  21,036. 

It  is  hoped  that  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  it  will 
be  possible  for  a rapid  programme  of  re-housing  to  be  commenced  so  as 
to  alleviate  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  which  many  families  are 
now  living.  No  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

Overcrowding. . 

The  extensive  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  number, 
of  occupants  of  houses  have  considerably  upset  the  records  required 
to  be  kept  under  the  Housing  Acts  for  dealing  with  cases  of  over- 
crowding, but  it'  is  apparent,  from  information  fre.n  other  sources 
that  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  will  be  a ma  + ter  calling  for  high 
priority  of  action  vehen  new  houses  become  available.  The  larger 
type  of  three-be droomed  house  will  be  in  great  demand,  for  the 
re-housing  of  overcrowded  families. 


P.T.O 
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MOVEABLE  DUELLINGS. 

t 

Complaints  were  received  of  tv o oases  of  ground  being  used 
as  a site  for  moveable  dwellings  without  the  issue  of  a licence.  On 
investigation,  however,  it  was  found  that  in  one  case  the  dwellings 
were  moved  immediately  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  forty- two 
consecutive  days  allowed  in  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  governing  these  dwellings  and  in  the  other,  an  application  for 
a licence  was  being  dealt  with  at  the  oloso  of  the  year. 


NUISANCES. 

The  abatement  of  nuisances  has,  in  a number  of  instances, 
been  retarded  by  difficulties  in  shortage  of  workmen  for  the  purposes 
of  invest igat ion  and  by  difficulties  in  cariying  out  structural  work. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  resort  to  statutory  action  in  five  cases  and 
at  the  close  of  the  period  twenty- five  informal  notices  were  outstanding. 

Work  under  this  heading  is  summarised  as  follows:- 

/ 

Year.  1943  1944 


Nuisances  found  during  the  year 
Nuisances  in  hand  from  previous  year 
Total  needing  abatement 
Abated  during  the  year 
Outstanding  at  dose  of  year 
Inspections  made  for  nuisances 
Informal  notioes  served 
Informal  notices  complied  with 
Statutory  notices  served 
Statutory  notioes  complied  with 
L.  gal  proceedings 


362 

443 

o 

9 

371 

452 

362 

427 

_9 

25 

425 

1,104 

92 

10$ 

83 

96 

- 

5 

- 

5 

n 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection  and.  Disposal. 

(a)  Collection.  It  is  a source  of  regret  that  the  additional  work 
entailed  in  collecting  the  various  classes  of  salvageable  materials 
separate  from  refuse  and  the  continued  shortage  of  able-bodied  workmen 
has  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  maintain  a weekly  collection  and 
a tribute  should  be  paid  to  the  patience  of  householders  in  storing 
refuse  and  salvage  over  extended  periods  in  order  to  assist  in  meeting 
the  situation. 

The  Departments  two  motor  refuse  collectors  which  are  fitted 
with  fwo- wheeled  trailers  have  had  to  be  supplemented  regularly  by  the 
hiring  of  such  other  transport  as  was  available  in  order  to  cope  with 
the  amount  of  work  on  hand,  and  particularly  to  enable  us  to  carry  out 
the  Igreotion  for  a separate  collection  of  kitohen  waste  from  communal 
bins  placed  throughout  the  District. 

luring  1944  transport  difficulties  beoame  acute  and  the 
matter  was  specially  considered  by  a Sub-Committee  who  inter  alia 
recommended  the  purchase  of  an  additional  vehicle,  but  this  had  not 
been  delivered  at  the  close  of  1944. 


(b)  Disposal. 


3. 


(i)  Refuse.  The  controlled  tip  at  Hill  Top  Quarry  was 
continued  in  use  "throughout  1943  but  it  was  obvious  that  this  site 
was  nearing  completion  and  the  Committee  were  urged  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  aoquire  other  land  on  whioh  a long  term  tipping 
polioy  could  be  carried  out.  Negotiations  were  commenced  in 
December,  1943  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  oertain  land 
adjoining  the  River  Aire  at  Calverley  Bridge.  These  negotiations 
were  still  going  on  at  the  close  of  1944.  Hill  Top  Quarry  was 
completed  in  May  1944  and  as  an  emergency  measure  temporary 
arrangements  were  made  for  tipping  to  be  carried  on  in  Cragg  Hill 
Quarry  pending  the  acquisition  of  land  from  the  County  Council. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Committee  the  refuse  destructor 
which  has  been  standing  sinoe  1941,  was  surveyed  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  repairs  required  to  prevent  exoessive  deterioration.  It 
was  found  that  while  the  furnace  oella  and  combustion  chamber  were 
in  good  condition  the  flues,  boiler  setting  and  base  of  the  chimney 
showed  extensive  disintegration  of  the  firebrick  lining  and  water 
was  standing  in  the  bottom  of  the  chimney  and  flues.  The  interior 
of  the  building  generally  required  thoroughly  oleaning  down  and 
painting.  The  w ork  of  external  pointing  was  oarried  out  to  the 
chimney  and  the  boiler  suitably  propped  to  prevent  settlement  but 
apart  from  this,  owing  to  curtailment  of.  expenditure,  it  was  not 
possible  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work. 

(ii)  Salvage.  Although  much  of  the  salvageable  material 
is  kept  separate  during  collection,  a considerable  amount  is  found 
in  the  refuse  at  its  place  of  disposal,  and  this  necessitates  the 
use  of  additional  labour  for  sorting  out  this  material.  Salvaged 
paper  is  dealt  with  at  a building  on  New  Road  Side  where  it  is 
baled  in  a hand-operated  press  prior  to  collection  by  waste  paper 
merchants.  Tins  and  other  metals  and  the  other  items  of  salvage 
are  dealt  with  at  the  Refuse  Destructor  Works  where  the  tin  baling 
press  is  situated. 


This  decentralisation  of  the  points  of  disposal  necessitating 
three  journeys  to  dispose  of  each  load  collected  takes  up  considerable 
time  and  is  not  economical  in  transport  or  labour  and  I am  pleased  to 
note  that  the  Health  Committee  have  accepted  the  principle  that  as 
soon  as  conditions  permit  our  activities  should  be  centralised  as 
much  as  possible. 

The  collection  of  kitchen  waste  was  expanded  during  the 
year  1943  and  arrangements  made  with  the  National  Service  Hostels 
Corporation  Ltd.  for  the  collection  of  this  material  from  their 
Greenbanks  Hostel  whioh  is  situate  in  this  District.  The  whole  of 
the  material  whioh  we  collect  is  delivered  to  the  City  of  Leeds 
Concentrator  Plant  and  in  return  we  draw  from  that  plant  an 
equivalent  amount  of  concentrated  food  for  sale  to  looal  stook- 
keepers . 


The  value  of  the  material  sold  during'  the  years  is  set 
out  in  the  following  table 


Ferrous  Metals 
Non  Ferrous  Metals 
Textiles 

Bottles  and  Jars 
Waste  paper 
Bone  8 

Hit chen  Waste 
Rubber 


1943 

£ 

s. 

d 

32 

1 

0 

3 

15 

0 

34 

12 

0 

1 

4 

0 

664 

6 

0 

8 

13 

0 

181 

19 

0 

2 

13 

0 

£ 

1944 
s . 

d , 

66 

0 

0 

1 

18 

0 

32 

0 

0 

- 

— 

- 

495 

Q 

0 

14 

3 

0 

279 

0 

0 

14 

0 

Total 


£929  3 0 


£888  15 
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( o)  Yorkshire  Book  Drive . 

A drive  was  planned  to  be  held  from  the  21st  August  to  the 
4th  September,  1943  throughout  the  County  to  collect  books  for  the 
Services,  blitzed  libraries  and  for  the  making  of  war  materials  and 
we  were  allotted  a target  of  25,000.  In  making  the  arrangements  the 
Women's  Voluntary  Service  and  Boy  Scouts  Association  were  contacted 
and  the  ladies  undertook  to  make  the  Drive  known  amongst  their 
neighbours  and  friends  and  to  man  two  special  book  depots.  The  Boy 
Scouts  undertook  to  assist  in  the  house-to-house  collection  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  Drive.  Unfortunately  the  schools  were  on  holiday 
at  this  time  and  it  was  not  possible  then  to  contact  the  Head 
Teachers.  Advertisements  were  inserted  in  the  local  paper,  posters 
were  distributed  throughout  the  township  and  six  shop  window  displays 
arranged,  seven  book  depots  were  opened  and  as  far  as  possible  Civil 
Defence  and  1I.F.S.  Depots  were  used,  which  were  open  throughout  the 
twenty-four  hours  of  the  day.  The  use  of  a loud  speaker  and  amplifying 
unit  was  obtained  from  the  Civil  Defence  authorities  and  a car  toured 
the  district  during  the  evenings.  Slides  were  exhibited  at  the  two 

local  cinemas  who  also  collected  books  from  their  patrons  at  the  door. 

One  cinema  gave  a special  matinee  at  whioh  books  were  the  price  of 
admission.  luring  the  second  week  of  the  Drive  the  schools  were  re- 
opened and  the  assistance  of  the  Head  Teachers  and  their  staffs  was 
readily  ^,iven.  The  response  of  the  school  children  was  very  good 
and  before  the  end  of  the  second  week  we  were  well  passed  our  target. 

It  was  then  decided  to  continue  the  Drive  for  a further  week  until 
the  lith  September  and  up  to  that  day  our  collection  figures  had  risen 
to  52,530.,  this  being  made  up  of  32,436  books  and  20,094  magazines. 

The  results  were  most  encouraging  and  our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the 
many  people  who  so  readily  responded  to  our  appeals  for  help. 

On  the  books  being  sorted  it  was  found  that  20^f  were  suitable 
for  sending  to  the  Services  and  were  handed  to  the  Post  Office  for 
despatch;  4$  were  retained  for  re-stocking  war  damaged  libraries 
and  the  remaining  76^f  were  sent  to  the  paper  mills  for  repulping. 

(d)  Cesspool  Cleansing. 

The  routine  cleansing  of  cesspools  in  the  portions  of  the 
District  not  yet  sewered  was  continued,  the  horse  and  pan  cart  and 
a hand  operated  diaphragm  pump  being  utilised  for  this  work.  This 
method  of  emptying  cesspools  is  crude  and  not  without  nuisance  and 
might  well  receive  consideration  from  the  Committee  when  post-war 
reorganisation  becomes  possible. 

Street  Cleansing . 

(a)  Street  sweeping. 

The  work  of  street  sweeping  has  been  considerably  affected 
by  the  absence  of  able-bodied  labour  and  the  necessity  for  retaining 
on  refuse  collection  the  most  active  men  in  our  employment,  but  having 
regard  to  the  advanced  age  of  the  men  employed,  has  been  maintained  as 
well  as  possible.  Difficulties  have  arisen  in  the  period  following 
heavy  street  gritting  and  during  the  fall  of  leaves  and  when  possible 
additional  assistance  has  been  given  at  these  times. 

(b)  Gully  cleansing. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  using  the  horse  and  pan  oart, 
the  .gullies  being  emptied  by  hand  scoops.  The  method  is  laborious,  . slow  and 
unsightly  and  long  distances  have  to  be  traversed  by  the  horse 
to  dispose ^of  each  load  of  sludge  collected.  This  and  the  use  of  the 
horse  and  driver  on  other  Council's  services,  results  in  long  periods 
between  the  cleansing  of  the  gullies.  The  present  position  cannot  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  soon  as  possible, 
etter  arrangements  will  be  made.  The  modern  method  for  carrying  out  this 
work  is  by  means  of  a mechanical  gully  emptier  which  efficiently  cleanses 
a large  number  of  gullies  each  day  in  such  a manner  that  their  contents 
are  not.  exposed  to  publio  view  and  the  sludge  is  quickly  conveyed  to  the 
point  of  disposal;  the  gullies  being  resealed  by  a charge  of  fresh  water 
irom  the  vehicle  immediately  after  cleansing, 
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publio  Conveniences* 

The  routine  work  of  cleansing  public  conveniences  has 
continued  as  well  as  conditions  have  permitted.  The  convenience 
situate  at  The  Green  is  worn  out  and  is  only  kept  going  by 
continuous  repairs  and  attention.  All  the  conveniences  suffer, 
as  most  publio  property  does  these  days,  from  general  ill 
treatment  and  much  of  the  work  which  has  to  be  done  could  be 
avoided  if  the  publio  took  more  care  of  their  own  property. 

Your  attention  has  been  drawn  in  previous  years  to 
the  lack  of  facilities  in  the  township  and  I would  repeat  that 
suitable  conveniences  are  most  urgently  required  in  the  Woods ide. 
New  Road  Side  and  Town  Street  areas. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  routine  examination  of  samples  of  the  District's 
water  supply  was  continued.  At  the  Horsforth  Waterworks  samples 
were  taken  of  the  raw  water  emanating  from  the  feeders  and  of  the 
treated  water  going  into  the  supply  mains.  Samples  were  also 
taken  for  chemical  analysis.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the 
feeders  from  land  on  parts  of  the  Gathering  Grounds  which  were 
subjeot  to  constructional  work.  Samples  were  taken  from  house 
taps  of  Horsforth  water,  of  that  supplied  from  the  Leeds 
Waterworks  and  of  private  supplies. 

The  private  water  supply  to  Owlet  Grarg  e , Owlet  Farm 
and  adjoining  cottages  was  reviewed  on  samples  again  shoving 
that  this  supply  was  unsatisfactory.  The  supply  consisted  of  a 
rubble  feeder  receiving  spring  water  feeding  into  brick  and 
stone  tanks  from  which  service  pipes  were  laid  to  the  houses. 

Four  houses  were  fed  in  this  way  and  also  the  farm  buildings, 
including  a cowshed  for  twenty-four  cows  and  a dairy  where 
accredited  milk  was  produced.  Sixteen  persons  were  obtaining 
their  supply  from  this  source.  The  owners  of  the  premises 
concerned  were  most  anxious  to  have  a connection  from,  the 
Council’s  main  and  were  prepared  to  contribute  towards  the 
cost.  The  work  was  estimated  to  cost  £300  and  the  owners  were 
willing  to  contribute  a total  of  £100.  It  is  pleasing  to 
record  that  sanction  was  obtained  for  the  execution  of  this 
work  which  was  carried  out  during  1944. 


The  samples  taken  are  summarised  as  follows 


Where  taken 


Waterworks 

Feeders 


Bacteriological  Chemical 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
1943  1944  1942  1944  1942  1944  1942  1944 

5 2 21  - p 


Waterworks  1 1 

after  treat- 
ment 


House  taps  12  6 2 

Other  points  4 - 


Samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  County  publio  Health  Laboratory 
ior  examination  for  plumbo-solvenoy . The  examinations  revealed  the 
°ontent  of  water.  after  standing  all  night  in  a lead  pipe  to 
ry  from  l/120th  grain  per  gallon  to  l/20th  grain  per  gallon  and 
to  be  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


4 

Drainage  work  has,  in  the  main,  been  restricted  to  the  repair 
and  relaying  of  existing  drains.  The  laok  of  sewers  in  parts  of  the 
Distriot  makes  it  impracticable  to  proceed  with  the  draining  of  oertain 
premises. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Action  to  check  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  the 
District  is  in  general  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board.  In 
one  case  of  suspeoted  pollution,  joint  action  was  taken  with  the 
officer  of  that  Board  and  in  another  case  it  was  found  that  the  drains 
of  four  houses  in  one  of  the  older  parts  of  the  Distriot  are  still 
connected  to  a stone  oulvert  discharging  into  the  river.  Steps  were 
being  taken  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  remedy  this  matter. 

FACTORIES,  BAKEHOUSES  AND  SHOPS. 

In  existing  ci rcumstanoes  the  routine  examination  of  these 
premises  is  severely  ourtailed  and  what  attention  has  been  given  has 
been  mainly  directed  to  those  premises  dealing  with  foodstuffs. 

In  general  the  statutory  requirements  were  found  to  be  complied  with. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  zeal  of  officers  oharged  with  the  duty  of  securing  the 
abatement  of  atmospheric  pollution  was  considerably  tried  by  the 
request  that  they  should  assist  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war  in 
seouring  the  production  of  extra  smoke  from  industrial  works,  but 
nevertheless  strong  efforts  were  made  to  assist  in  this  way  and  it  was 
with  considerable  relief  that  information  was  received  in  1943  that 
ciroumstanoes  no  longer  required  the  increase  in  industrial  haze. 

Difficulties  have  been  met  with  in  the  case  of  the  steam 
raising  plant  at  one  factory  in  the  District  which  was  considerably 
under  capaoity  for  work  of  national  importance  which  they  had  on  hand , 
and  at  the  dose  of  the  year  efforts  were  being  made  to  assist  the 
occupiers  of  this  factory  in  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  controlling 
Ministries  to  their  installing  additional  plant 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  July  1943  I was 
appointed  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Urban  District  Counoils 
on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Regional 
Smoke  Abatement  Committee  and  was  reappointed  to  the  Committee  in 
July  1944. 

DISINFESTATION. 


Bed  Bugs. 


There  was  a notable  increase  in  the  number  of  infestations 
of  bed  bugs  notified  by  householders  but  it  was  not  possible  to 
establish  any  direot  connection  between  infestations  which  were 
probably  due  to  the  abnormal  movement  of  the  population.  Control 
methods  consisted  of  the  destruction  of  verminous  articles  of  small 
value  and  the  treatment  of  more  valuable  articles  and  the  infested 
premises  by  spraying  with  proprietary  inseotioide  followed  by 
fumigation  with  a proprietary  fumigant. 

Rats  and  Mice . 


The  Minister  of  Food  made  a Direction  dated  the  30th  June, 
1^4o  that  the  Counoil  should  submit  to  him  a report  on  the  extent 
of  infestation  in  the  District  and  a Direction  dated  the  9th  November, 
1943,  that  the  Council  prooecd  to  remedy  all  infestation  by  rats  and 
mioe  within  their  area.  The  survey  for  the  preparation  of  this  report 
revealed  little  evidence  of  serious  infestation  but  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  small  infestations,  presumably  due  to  the 
increase  in  the  keeping  of  poultry  and  pigs.  These  infestations  were 
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remedied  as  they  were  discovered  and  occupiers  enc our aged  to  notify 
oases  of  infestation  as  soon  as  they  occurred,  remedial  measures 
being  undertaken  by  the  Council Ts  staff.  It  is  only  in  this  vcay 
that  the  public  oan  be  persuaded  to  give  the  ready  co-operation 
ncoossary  in  this  work  as  suggestions  of  statutory  action  and 
charges  for  baiting  immediately  freeze  up  the  channels  of  information. 

The  Minister  of  Food  made  another  Direction  dated  27th 
March , 1944  for  the  baiting  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal. works . 
preliminary  baiting  showed  a complete  3bsenoe  of  infestation  in 
the  sewers  but  a fairly  heavy  infestation  at  the  Sewage  Works 
where  it  was  estimated  that  some  200  rats  were  killed.  The  Works 
have  received  systematic  attention  since  that  time. 

FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

At  the  c o rime  no  erne  nt  of  1943  negotiations  wore  in  progress 
with  the  Regional  Milk  Supply  Officer  on  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
certain  milk  brought  into  the  District  by  a firm  of  wholesale 
dealers  for  distribution  to  local  retailers.  Much  of  this  milk 
had  been  brought  from  distant  areas  of  production  and  not  subjected 
to  proper  pasteurisation  with  the  result  that  considerable  quantities 
were  unsaleable  when  it  reached  this  Distriot.  /Is  a result  of  these 
negotiations  the  Regional  Milk  Supply  Offioer  arranged  for  a 
properly  pasteurised' milk  to  be  delivered  and  the  position  improved 
considerably . 

The  routine  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order 
was  continued  during  the  period,  but  wartime  restrictions  have 
considerably  retarded  the  progress  in  the  repair  and  reconstruction 
of  cowsheds  and  dairies.  The  oocupier  of  one  farm  where  alterations 
were  in  progress  at  the  dose  of  1942  was  granted  a licence  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  A 
number  of  other  farmers  expressed  their  desire  to  obtain  licences 
to  produce  aooredited  milk  but  as  in  each  case  the  farmer  was  only 
a tenant,  negotiations  with  the  owners  for  executing  some  part  of 
the  works  required  had  not  been  completed  at  the  close  of  1944. 

At  the  inception  of  the  national  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory 
Scheme  in  1942  we  undertook  to  co-operate  to  the  full  with  the 
Advisory  Dairy  Bacteriologist  in  the  taking  of  the  necessary  samples 
and  in  the  advisory  work  following  up  samples  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory as  these  two  matters  were  merely  extensions  of  our  duties 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order.  It  was  very  much  regretted  that 
in  1944  we  were  informed  that  our  co-operation  was  no  longer  needed 
and  that  the  Ministry  intended  to  use  an  independent  staff  for  this 
work  and  further  that  we  should  not  be  allowed  information  as  to 
the  results  of  samples  which  were  collected  by  them.  It  became 
necessary,  therefore,  for  tbe  Counoil  to  reconsider  their  own 
position  and  it  was  decided  to  set  up,  in  my  office,  the  necessary 
apparatus  for  carrying  out  the  tests  laid  down  under  this  scheme 
and  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  so  that  we 
should  be  in  a position  to  have  a full  picture  of  the  state  of  the 
milk  supply  in  our  Distriot.  The  acquisition  of  the  neoessary 
apparatus  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  1944. 

During  the  year  1943,  a White  paper  was  presented  to 
parliament  on  ’’Measures  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  Nation’s'  Milk 
Supply0  in  which  suggestions  were  made  which  very  materially  affect 
the  position  of  Local  Authorities  administering  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order.  .After  careful  consideration  of  these  suggestions,  the  Council 
passed  the  following  Resolution:- 

R2S0LVED  that  this  Council,  having  considered  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  outlined  in  Command  Paper  6454,  is  of  th" 
opinion  that  the  necessary  improvements  in  milk  and  dairies 
administration  oan  best  be  effeoted  by  strengthening  the  powers 
of  local  authorities  by  improved  legislation  and  that  the 
transfer  of  the  Council’s  powers  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  would  seriously  impair  the  standard  of 
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administration  in  Horsforth. 

Further  RESOLVED  that  oopies  of  this  resolution  be  sentv 
to  the  Minister  of  Health,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  x 
Fisheries  and  the  local  Member  of  Parliament. 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  let  was  continued  and  in  the  two  years,  three  oases  of 
adulteration  were  found.  In  the  first  oase  a produoer  retailer  and 
his  son  were  found  to  be  selling  milk  with  an  addition  37.7$  of  water. 
Both  defendants  pleaded  guilty  and  were  eaoh  fined  filo  and  ordered  to 
pay  the  expenses  cl  the  proseoution.  The  second  case  was  one  where  a 
retailer  was  found  selling  adulterated  milk  and  on  taking  f in  course 
of  delivery T samples  the  produoer  was  found  to  be  supplying  him  with 
adulterated  milk.  Both  the  retailer  and  the  producer  were  prosecuted 
the  producer  pleading  guilty  and  the  retailer  summoning  the  produoer 
as  the  person  by  whose  act  or  default  his  contravention  was  due.  The 
oase  against  the  retailer  was  dismissed  and  the  produoer  was  fined 
£5  on  the  charge  against  himself  and  £5  on  the  charge  against  the  retailer 
and  also  ordered  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  proseoution.  The  third  oase 
was  one  where  a produoer  retailer  was  found  selling  adulterated  milk. 

On  proseoution  he  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £3  and  ordered  to  pay 
the  oost  of  the  prosecution.  In  these  last  two  cases  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  deoided  not  to  institute  proceedings  and  accordingly 
I prosecuted  on  your  instructions. 

(b)  Meat  and,  other  foods. 

Owing  to  the  operation  of  the  regulations  restricting  the 
slaughtering  of  livestock  for  human  consumption,  the  meat  supplies 
for  this  Distriot  are  obtained  from  the  public  abattoir  at  Leeds 
with  the  result  that  the  local  slaughterhouses  are  disused  except 
for  the  occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  for  consumption  by  the  owners 
or  for  emergency  slaughter.  The  licences  granted  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1938  to  use  premises  as  slaughterhouses  were  renewed 
as  in  previous  years  so  as  to  encourage  the  use  of  slaughterhouses 
on  the  occasions  mentioned  above.  Notification  of  slaughter  is  made 
in  these  oases  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Publio  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations  1924.  The  meat  received  from  Leeds  is  taken  to  a 
distribution  centre  in  the  town  where  it  is  allocated  by  the  Horsforth 
ButohersT  Association  to  the  respective  butchers.  The  Centre  receives 
general  supervision  and  the  representatives  of  the  Association  are 
most  helpful  in  dealing  with  any  matters  that  arise. 

CONCLUSION. 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  reoord  my  appreciation  of 
the  confidence  which  the  Council  have  shown  in  me  and  for  their 
support  during  the  period  and  also  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  Officers 
of  the  Council  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  help.  To  my 
stuff  for  their  work  during  the  years  and  for  their  assistance  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report,  I extend  my  best  thanks. 


Yours  faithfully, 

E.  M.  BIRTWISLE, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


